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but his familiar green with some queer mask. It cannot be
denied that the sense of right has earned its sepaiate name,
by appearing to those who have it and speak of it to one
another essentially diffeient from the desire of pleasure,
from the perception of related means and ends, and from
coercive fear. Why not, therefore, frankly leave it its
proper place as a new differentiation of voluntary activity ?
Why pretend, against all fact, that it is homogeneous with
self-interest, instead of accepting it as the key to a moral
order of cognition and system of relations, supplementing
the previous sentient and intellectual and afifectional experi-
ence ? Unless we so accept it, we are driven to the unsatis-
factory task of explaining away the characteristics of our
nature which are admitted to he on its meridian of culmina-
tion ; of plucking off the mask of Divine authority from
duty, and of human freedom from responsibility: of cancel-
ling obligation except in the vaguer sense, * If you want to
walk, you aie " bound" to move your legs :' of interpreting
altruistic claims as transfigured self-concern; and of reduc-
ing moral law from ultimate to instrumental; so that what-
ever of higher tone and more ideal aspect is superinduced
upon the sentient and instinctive foundation comes to be
regarded as a species of rhetorical exaggeration and sesthetic
witchery, by which we are tricked into serving one another
and forgetting our self-love. For my part, I object to be led
, blindfold, through the cunning of nature, into sham sacri-
fices and heroisms, even though they should land me in a
real heaven; much more, when I find that they replace me
among 'appetising' creatures, with only the added know-
ledge that I am a dupe into the bargain. Better far to trust
the veracity of nature; and accept the independent reality
of the moral relations it discloses, as loyally as those laid
open by the perceptive and intellectual evolution. The idea
of a higher is as much entitled to be believed, as that of an
outer: the right^ as the true; fcnd both are distinct from the
pleasant.